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refused to talk any language but their own), he elicited
that their claims extended to the districts round Cholm,
and also the Ruthenian portions of Galicia and the
Bukovina.

Normally the Cholm district would have been included
in the Polish State when its frontiers were delimited,
though its eastern fringe is Ukrainian. But Hoffmann, with
his soldier's realism, had never entertained the idea of an
independent Poland as anything more than a Utopian
dream; certainly, the claims of a non-existent State were
not to be considered as an obstacle to a Ukrainian peace,
and, on his own authority, he promised the delegates of
the Rada his support in their claim to the Cholm area.

With regard to their demands of parts of Galicia and
the Bukovina, Hofimann assumed a very different tone.
This, he let the young men know, was a piece of impudence
which was not even to be considered. They must be crazy
if they thought they were in a position to force Austria to
cede territory to them. MM. Liubynski and Sevruk were
not greatly put out at his curtness, and with considerable
amiability agreed to seek new instructions from Kiev, the
probability being that their demands for the cession of
territory by Austria had been in the nature of a "try-on".1
Czernin was none too pleased with the results of
Hoffmann's mission when the latter reported to him. The
cession of Cholm to the Ukraine would inevitably embroil
the Austrian  Government with the Poles,  and would
imperil, if not completely wreck, the "Austrian Solution "
of the Polish problem, in which certain of the diplomats in
Vienna and Berlin still had faith. But Czernin was in no
position to argue or to disagree. The attitude and policy of
the Austrian and Hungarian Prime Ministers,  against
which Czernin had so often and so earnestly warned the
Emperor Karl, had now resulted in a situation where the
principal  cities of the Empire were faced with actual
1 Hoffmann, ii. 213-214.